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Medline Vs Embase
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Medline EMBASE

主題 生命科學、
廣泛的醫學主題包
括基礎及臨床醫學、
護理學、牙科學
等……

擅長於
Drugs- Pharmacology 

and Pharmaceutics

- Conferences

收錄筆數 2400萬+ 3100萬+

收錄期刊數 5600+ 8500+

年代 1946(1902)~至今 1947(1908)~至今

主題 MeSH Emtree



EMBASE Scope and Content



5

PubMed vs. Medline vs. Embase

EmbasePubMed

Medline

All in Ovid Platform

• 26 million references

• Include

• MEDLINE 

database 

• In-process or 

pre-MEDLINE 

citations 

• Out-of-scope 

articles from 

MEDLINE 

journals (e.g. 

plate tectonics) 

• Books on NCBI 

Bookshelf

• Citations to 

some PubMed 

Central journals 



Subject Heading 主題詞 in Embase and 

MEDLINE

EMTree: > 73,000 Subject Headings

> 310,000 synonyms
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/embase-biomedical-research/embase-coverage-and-content

MeSH Headings: > 27,883 Subject Headings

> 87,000 synonyms
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/mesh.html

Emtree was modelled on MeSH in 1988
http://supportcontent.elsevier.com/Support%20Hub/Embase/Files%20&%20Attachements/4685-

Embase_White%20Paper_Comparison%20of%20Emtree%20and%20MeSH_July%202015.pdf

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/embase-biomedical-research/embase-coverage-and-content
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubs/factsheets/mesh.html
http://supportcontent.elsevier.com/Support Hub/Embase/Files & Attachements/4685-Embase_White Paper_Comparison of Emtree and MeSH_July 2015.pdf


主題方向不同：SubHeading

以疾病為例：

Medline EMbase
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主題方向不同：SubHeading
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以藥物為例：

Medline EMbase



MEDLINE and/or Embase?
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查詢Embase的適當時機？

1.當檢索完整性很重要時
- Systematic review

- PhD thesis

- Health Technology Assessment

- Drug industry

2. 當Medline找不到資料或資料很少時

如何在最少時間內在Embase獲得相關資訊？



Introduction to Embase on OvidSP

10

• Special fields for drug or medical device searching

• Drug & Device trade name

• Drug & Device manufacturer

• CAS registry number

• Important database specific limits

– Clinical Trial limits to refine results to records on clinical trials

or certain phase of drug development

– Document types including conferences

• Links to full text for subscribed or open access journals

• Embase Natural language searching is available  

exclusively on Ovid Platform
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Ovid 的查詢模式

特定欄位搜尋

●Find Citation

●Search Fields

●Multi-Field Search

Basic Search

●最直覺的搜尋方式
●快速取得關聯度最高
文獻
●輕鬆篩選年代及全文

Search Tools

●標題詞的延伸應用
●尋找標題詞的定義
●比對標題詞

Advanced Search

●最嚴謹的搜尋方式
●詳細比對醫學標題詞
●取得最完整的文獻資料

OVID 



 查詢方式：輸入所有查詢內容

 輸入所有的關鍵字

 一個完整的句子

 複製某篇文章的篇名

 自然語言智慧搜尋(Include Related 

Terms)

 同義之字/詞/片語查詢

 單複數與詞性變化形查詢

 英美語系之異體字查詢

 專業縮寫/全寫查詢

 可對應之標題詞查詢

prevent heart attack for elderly

Basic Search：可快速查詢高關聯度文獻



Basic Search ：依關聯度排序檢索結果

•黃底字標示使用者輸入
之關鍵字
•紫底字標示系統延伸查
詢之關鍵字

顯示文獻關聯度 (5顆星表示關連
度最高）



Basic Search ：顯示延伸查詢字詞，並提供查詢分析



Basic Search

1
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Advanced Search：Mapping 提供精準的文獻查詢

 查詢方式：

 Keyword：

 主題詞自動比對(Map Term to 

Subject Heading)：提高查詢精確度

 關鍵字查詢：查詢所有文字欄位

 Author：以作者查詢

 Title：查詢題名關鍵字

 Journal：查詢期刊名，不可使用縮
寫

heart attack



Advanced Search：比對適合的MeSH標題

 



Advanced Search：選擇適合的副標題(研究方向)，得到精確檢
索結果





Find Citation
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is a way of finding a small number of individual references  

by entering several variables as a single step

• Enter combinations of author and title

• Enter journal, volume, issue & page

• Enter any other information – e.g. DOI or AN



Search Tools
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1

The Search Tools menu offers different ways of selecting  

subjects from the database subject structure

• Mapping – suggesting subjects from the thesaurus

• Tree – displaying the subject structure

• Permuted Index – variations on a single word or theme

• Subheadings – what subheadings are available

• Explode – searches a subject and all of it’s parts or

types



Search Fields
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Search Fields searching or browsing across one or more  

(or all) fields within a database

• Display Indexes to select from a list of choices

• Choose Search to search without browsing

• Clear Selections to make different field choices



Multi-field Searching
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Multi-Field Searching is a fast way of building searches  

within the fields of a database

• Enter a subject (with truncation if necessary)

• Choose a field to search

• Select a combining operator

– AND, OR or NOT

• Add further subjects and selections…

• Search



查詢Medline: 檢索小工具

 合併檢索
 AND 

 OR 

 NOT 

 ADJ# - ADJ6 within six words Truncation

 切截字：$或*
 無限制切截查詢：

 depress$depress, depressive, depressants, depressor……

 rat$rat , rate, rationalize, ratify……

 有限制切截查詢：
 dog$1 dog, dogs…（但是不會查dogma）

 萬用字元：#和?
 wom#n woman、women

 dog#  dogs（但是不會查到dog）
 colo?r  color, colour

 dog? dog, dogs



Limit：對檢索結果
進行篩選

 Limits：顯示常用選項

• 複選Limit下拉選單：

• 按著鍵盤Ctrl不放再點選其他
項目

• 實證醫學常用項目

• Publication Types：如Meta
Analysis、Systematic 
Reviews、RCT…

• Clinical Queries



Ovid Embase：提供特有Limit選項(與Medline相通)

26



檢索完成後

• 輸出檢索結果
• Print/Email/Export/Add to My Projects

• 連結全文
• FullText

• Ovid FullText

• 設定新知通知：AutoAlets



Output – Print/Email/Export
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Links to Full-Text

2
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• Two Types:

• Ovid Full Text – Journals@Ovid Subscriptions

• Full Text – External full text both free or

subscribed



Ovid Embase：檢索策略可和Medline互用
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Medline & Embase on Ovid：去重複

31
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檢索密技

查找會議文獻

 SubHeadings

 和MeSH/Emtree一起查詢

 單獨查詢：Floating SubHeadings: Search Fields

 Search Fields：特定欄位查詢

 Additional Limits：特定篩選項目



Conference Abstracts
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• Conference abstracts are available before the full proceedings get published (and  

many citations never get published at all). Using Conference Abstracts, your users  

can stay ahead of the most current research to track competitors, identify  

collaborators, and make sure they have access to the latest developments.

• Coverage begins in 2009, for over 250 conferences, with more than 

60,000  conference abstracts added each year.

• Conferences published in more than 2800 key drug & clinical journals are  

included.

• Unique features:

Every conference is summarized by a searchable review record

All conference abstract records include searchable online abstracts  

All conference abstracts & reviews are indexed with Emtree terms

Conference name, date and location are also searchable



Search & Limit to Conference Abstracts

3
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Limit to Conference Abstracts

3
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Conference Abstracts

3
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Conference Abstracts

3

9



Conference Abstracts with Links

4

0



Conference Abstracts Alerts

4

1



關於SubHeading

 Disease Subheadings from 1988 (or later)
 eg complication, diagnosis, drug therapy, epidemiology, etiology, 

prevention, side effect, surgery, therapy etc

 Drug Subheadings from 1988 (or later) 
 eg. Adverse drug reaction , Clinical trial, Drug administration, 

Drug combination, Drug comparison, Drug development, Drug dose, 
Drug interaction , Drug therapy , Drug toxicity, Pharmacokinetics, 
Pharmacology etc

 Route of Drug Administration Subheadings from 2000
 eg. Buccal drug administration, Epidural drug administration, 

Inhalational drug administration, Intraarterial drug administration, 
Intrabronchial drug administration, Intracardiac drug 
administration, Intracavernous drug administration etc

 Device Subheadings from 2012 
 eg adverse device effect, device comparison, device economics 

etc



Triple Subheadings 

例： fentanyl/drug therapy/abdominal pain

 An EMTREE Term: Often a drug, disease or 

device

 Key Subheadings

 A linked EMTREE Term



Search Fields 查詢特定欄位

 CAS Registry Number – a number specific to 
individual chemical. Salts and variants may take a 
different number (includes a checksum) 

 Drug Trade Name – only used where that specific 
brand or dose form is important 

 Drug Manufacturer Name – for competitive 
information or disambiguation 

 Device Name – for medical devices 

 Device Manufacturer Name 

 Institution – academic institution or company name



Limits 特有篩選項目 in EMbase

 資料來源篩選
 Records From Medline or Embase

 Exclude MEDLINE Journals (EMBASE Unique) based on a journals 
list

 Cochrane Library records

 實證文獻
 Evidence-Based Medicine records 

 McMaster Clinical Queries

 Methodologies limit ：

 Clinical Trials 

 Priority Journals – fast track indexing 

 Human, Animals and Animal Studies 

 Conference Abstracts

 Special Ovid Filters for Embase
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實用小工具
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*Clinical Queries (Ovid 獨家收錄)

藥物警示工具(Ovid pharmacovigilance tool)

專家檢索Expert Search

EBM PICO Search



Clinical Queries (依據臨床情境快速篩選)
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Ovid 獨家提供完整的臨床情境，方便讀者優先閱讀臨床上的診斷

、治療、預防方面的文獻。Ovid收錄九個主題，分別為(1)Reviews

、(2)Therapy、(3)Diagnosis、(4)Prognosis、(5)Causation-

Etiology、(6)Economics、(7)Clinical Prediction Guides、(8)

Qualitative、(9)Cost。



藥物警示工具(Ovid pharmacovigilance tool)

※Ovid平台獨家開發提供給在Embase中，長期關注藥物資訊需求的工作人員
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EMBASE專家檢索 (分享各種檢索策略給用戶使用)

http://resourcecenter.ovid.com/site/resources/expert_search/healthexp.ht

ml
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http://resourcecenter.ovid.com/site/resources/expert_search/healthexp.html


EBM PICO Search
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為何選擇Ovid的Medline & EMBASE

 Ovid Medline收錄內容就像PubMed一樣

可直接轉譯檢索策略

可直接去除重複結果

獨家提供與Medline相通之篩選選項

多種臨床實證檢索工具

53

一個不嫌多，兩個恰恰好！



檢索範例

• Medical devices from Medtronic – competitive 

analysis 

• Comprehensive search for IUD

• Managing high cholesterol in patients on Plavix 

• Choice of anti-diabetics in obese children and 

adolescents 

• Smoking and incidence of lung cancer 

• Effects of exercise on White Blood Cells 

• Quality Of Life after bladder surgery

• Special drug formulations： Cardizem 
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Combine subject heading with 

manufacturer  to stay on top of your

competitors

Medtronic defibrillators – conference abstracts

As Embase now includes conference abstracts you get most current information faster



Comprehensive search for medical

device?

5
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Staying comprehensive with  

your medical device  

monitoring?

You are if you are using

Embase

See all the terms used in an  

Embase search for  

intrauterine contraceptive  

device



Guidance on management of high 

cholesterol  in patient on Clopidogrel

(Plavix)
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• A Patient currently on Clopidogrel (Plavix) needs anti-

hypercholesteremic medication because of high  

cholesterol

• Search for Clopidogrel and select subheading Drug  

Interaction to check for potential drug interaction with  

this class of drugs or with any drugs within this class

• Search for Statin – as it is a subject heading using mapping

• Combine

•7 results help with guidance on the Statin to be chosen  

(or avoided)



Search strategy & results in this case

5
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Reviewing current anti-diabetic drug  

therapies in obese children and adolescents

 Search for anti-diabetic agent – map to subject heading  

and select Subheading - Drug Therapy

 Use limits to narrow down search to human and  

children/adolescents:(human and (child <unspecified  

age> or preschool child <1 to 6 years> or school child <7  

to 12 years> or adolescent <13 to 17 years>))

 Search for obesity and map this to the subject heading

 Combine the two searches as illustrated on the next  

slide



Search strategy & results for this case



Smoking and Incidence of Lung Cancer

• In advance search  

put in “smoking”  

and map to  

Emtree term

• Perform the same  

with lung cancer

• Same could be  

done with  

incidence but  

cancer incidence  

appears as part of  

the mapping  

display. So  

choosing that and  

combining the 3

searches…



Exercise effects on WBC count

• In Advanced Search, input  

exercise and map to Emtree  

term

• Put in Advanced search WBC

count and map to leukocyte

count

• Combine the two searches

• Another approach is to use  

Basic Search and enter:  

“Exercise induced WBC

elevation”

• Select 5 Star results to see  

the most relevant results



Bladder surgery effect on Quality of Life

• “Quality of life” is an  

Emtree heading –

offered if QOL is  

entered with mapping  

turned on

• If you are not sure  

what type of surgery  

you would like to  

explore just type in  

surgery to see all the  

Emtree surgery terms –

or use explode

Combine the bladder surgery Emtree heading search with “Quality of Life” search using

the AND operator to get targeted results
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Drug Formulation
• Drug formulation is an Emtree term and if a special formulation of a drug is being  

investigated the search for Drug Formulation can be combined with the drug of interest

• Cardizem comes in both immediate and delayed release formulations. If the oral  

controlled release formulation is of interest, in Advanced search enter Cardizem, then  

focus by selecting the Subheading of Oral Administration

• Combine the above search with a Controlled release formulation search

• Note that if you put in delayed release, you are mapped to delayed release  

formulation and then by clicking on it and checking in Thesaurus view you can select  

Broader Term of Controlled release formulation



Thank you


